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The central role of the PIM2 Ser/Thr kinase in the
metamorphosis of B cells into antibody-secreting
plasma cells.
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Thierry FEST, MD, PhD, is a Professor of Hematology,
head of the Hematology Department of the University
Hospital of Rennes. After a PhD at Besangon, and a post-
doc at the National Cancer Institute, National Institute of
Health, (Bethesda, USA) he was recruited MCUPH at the
University Hospital of Besangon in 2003 and then PUPH
at the University Hospital of Rennes.

He is also the head of the team B_DEVIL in the INSERM
U1236 at Rennes

Thierry’s team works on the terminal differentiation of human B cells in the normal component and
in the context of malignant lymphomas with a special focus on the transition from B cells to
antibody-secreting cells, plasma cells. Based on an in vitro model of human primary B cell
differentiation, transcriptome, genome accessibility and methylation analyses, his team defined
molecular events involved in the final stage of terminal differentiation. Currently, his work focuses
on the role of the Ser/Thr kinases PIM2 and PIM1 in this differentiation process.
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